
VILLAGE OF MORRISVILLE WATER AND LIGHT DEPARTMENT MEETING NOTES 

September 18, 2017 

 

Monday          4:30 PM 

                       MW&L 

PRESENT: 

Trustees:   Peter Bourne, Jonathan Sturges 

Staff:      Craig Myotte, Penny Jones, Kevin Newton and John Tilton 

Guests:     Brian Kellogg, Yvette Mason, Eric Dodge, Christopher Towne, Richard Keith, Jay 

Cooke, and Ron Bomer 

 

1)  TOUR GREEN RIVER HYDRO: 

 

 John Tilton led a tour of the Green River hydro plant. The tour lasted about 1 hour. After 

the tour, attendees travelled to Copley Country Club for dinner and meeting. 

 

2)  COPLEY COUNTRY CLUB DISCUSSION: 

 

 The Trustees and MW&L staff met with Jay Cooke, Chair of the Copley Country Club 

Board of Directors. Overall, the club is seeing a turnaround fiscally. The success of the 

food/beverage, events at the club and golf school have aided the turnaround. Renovations are 

needed to increase events (weddings, etc.) at the club. The club is also discussing a lease with 

Verizon for a communications tower on the Club’s property. The golf course understands that 

the village expects some sort of payment in lieu of taxes with any tower rental 

3)  JOINT MEETING WITH THE SELECTBOARD: 

 

Trustee Chair Bourne gave the Selectboard an update on the hydro relicensing dispute 

with the Vt ANR. The battle continues. MW&L is scheduled to be in Environmental Court in 

2018. MW&L has hired consultants to do additional Fish Studies. MW&L has met with the new 

Secretary of ANR Julie Moore appointed by Governor Scott. MW&L has made proposals to the 

ANR to allow us to Phase in the conditions in the Water Quality Certificate over the term of the 

license. MW&L remains concerned about the economics of operating the Green River Dam and 

potential need to decommissioning the project. 

 

Trustee Chair Bourne stated MW&L has filed a permit for an 825 kw unit on Trombley 

Hill under the Standard Offer program. In addition, MW&L has initiated permitting for an 

additional 1,000 kw for net metering at a site off Garfield Road and MW&L is planning to file a 

permit for another 425 kw of solar on the Trombley Hill lot. 

 

Craig stated Morrisville Water & Light is holding an open house on Monday October 9
th

 

from 6 to 8 PM to allow customers and the general public to visit our facilities and discuss 

various topics. Refreshments will be provided. Topics include, but are not limited to, billing 

questions, electric vehicles, heat pumps, solar projects, power supply strategy, renewable energy 

goals, storage devices, fiber expansion (internet services) and smart meters. 
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Craig reported MW&L participated with Efficiency Vermont (EV) and the Town on the 

Morristown Energy Committee project. EV is interesting in setting up electric vehicles and heat 

pump programs in MW&L’s service territory. The effort includes looking at the options of 

working with a local dealer to get rock bottom purchase and lease options for customers, looking 

at installing more charging stations and looking at installing a heat pump at MW&L’s office. 

 

The Trustees discussed joint projects between the Town and MW&L. The strategy being 

to coordinate road paving with the replacement of water & sewer lines to save money and avoid 

MW&L cutting up newly paved streets. The Town has a road repair plan going out several years 

that includes Main and Portland and the plan will be provided to MW&L. There was a discussion 

of timing of projects with MW&L’s fiscal year being January to December and the Town’s fiscal 

year being July 1 to June 30. MW&L staff will meet with Town staff to develop a coordinated 

schedule of work. 

 

Trustee Chair Bourne stated the Village voters approved $7,300 for improvements at the 

Village annual meeting. The Trustees approved allocating $3,500 to the pocket park proposed by 

Trish Follert. The Trustees are looking for proposals for other projects for the remaining funds. 

 

Craig acknowledged Todd Thomas’s efforts in eliminating condition 13 of MW&L’s 

wastewater treatment plant. The process took over 5 years. Todd managed to keep pushing the 

task to conclusion despite the State’s lack of responsiveness to the matter. 

 

4)  ADJOURN REGULAR MEETING: 

 

The meeting was adjourned the meeting at 7:30 PM. 

 

NOTE: The next meeting will be a regular meeting to be held October 2, 2017. 

 

 

 

___________________________________________ 

              Attest: Dana Wildes, Clerk                  

 


